Rector’s sermon 4: October 2026
Reach out with the Gospel

Good morning!

Today we continue our “rector’s sermon series” looking at our Mission Community mission statement.
We all know it off by heart now:
“We are called by God to build a Christian community in each village, which will worship, pray, grow and reach out with the Gospel”

If you missed any of the first three sermons, looking at worship, prayer and growth, please do find them on the resources page of our website, and bring yourself up to speed.

But today, in our fourth sermon, we’re looking at “reaching out with the Gospel”.
gospel, small ‘g’ literally means ‘good news’.
Gospel, big ‘G’ refers to a specific piece of good news: the good news of Jesus.
This is the good news we believe we are called by God to reach out to our communities with.

Now, if we are going to do that, then we of course need to understand what the good news of Jesus is.
Let me share two bible verses which might help:

2 Timothy 1.9-10:
God has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Saviour, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.

From this passage we learn that the Gospel:
1. Is the good news of God’s saving action in the world through his Son, Jesus.
2. Is the good news that Jesus has destroyed death and opened the way to eternal life.

Ephesians 1.13:
And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit.

The Gospel, is the true message of God’s offer of salvation and eternal life, accessed by belief (faith), resulting in the believer being incorporated into Christ and sealed (marked out) with the Holy Spirit.

Now, I hope you’re following me, but let me try to put it even more simply.
The Gospel is the good news of:
God’s plan to save humanity.
achieved through the life, death, resurrection and ascension of his Son Jesus,
accessed through faith.

Now this of course raises the question, “saved from what?”
Again, St Paul might help us…
Romans 3.23: All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.
Romans 6.23: The wages of sin is death
Each and every human does things wrong, sins; the just and right punishment for which is death… eternal death; an eternity separated from God.

So, the Gospel is good news because it shares the means by which something bad can be overcome and something good accessed: eternal death can be overcome and eternal life with God accessed.

And because its about eternal, ultimate, things, its eternally, ultimately, important.

Its this message which we believe we are called to reach out to our communities with as we build a Christian community in each village.

Now, I might be wrong, but I expect some of you are thinking: 
“Oh Gary, I thought we’d moved on as church from all this death and hell stuff. We don’t want to scare or upset people. Much better to just tell people how much God loves them…”
Now, I suppose that might be a fair approach if death and hell weren’t real, but… Jesus clearly thought they were and if we are Christians then surely we have to take him at his word.

The Jesus I see in the Scriptures:
Was really clear about the good news of God’s saving plan
Was really clear about the dangers of rejecting God
Went through with his part of that plan… particularly his death on the cross… not because he wanted to per se, but because he knew it was necessary…
And was really clear after his resurrection that his followers needed to go and share all this, this good news, and make disciples.

Jesus was clear because he was kind… because he loved.

A parent walking down the road with a small child is not kind or loving if they don’t warn the child about the danger of running into the traffic.
Indeed they are unkind and unloving.
Now I suppose the parent might not believe that there is a lorry coming… or they might believe that the lorry won’t really hurt their child if it hits them…
but that of course doesn’t make the parent right… and it doesn’t help the chid!
The kind thing to do, the loving thing to do, is for the parent to look out for danger and to warn and protect the child… precisely so that the child can enjoy walking down the street safely… and having walked safely to enjoy playing in the park when they get there.

So, I hope that as Christians and as churches we might share the healthy ‘full fat’ milk of the gospel, and not the insipid skimmed milk version;
The full Gospel that helps people see the great love of a God who has stepped into the world in his Son to save humanity and offer eternal life with him to all who will believe.

So, how are we going to do that?

Well, on the one hand, we simply need to share what’s in our hearts.
Because we all love to share good news!
Good news! I’ve got a place at Uni!
Good news! It’s a boy! … or a girl!
Good news! I’ve fixed it!
We just can’t help ourselves!

And how much more is this the case when the good news will benefit others.
Good news! The road from Torrington to Barnstaple has reopened!
Good news! They’ve discovered that cake, crisps and chocolate are calorie free and good for your health… that’s not true, but it would be good news wouldn’t it!

But on the other hand, we do need to be intentional.

A new lifeboat station opening would be good news. 
The people who raised the money and built it would no doubt naturally tell those they met about this exciting new venture.
But they’d also want to spread the news more widely in the community to those who might need its services and who might help going forward.
They might well make sure they are acquainted with facts about the lifeboat. 
They might produce publicity, including stories of how lifeboats have rescued people; maybe especially stories of local people.
They might look for opportunities to talk to people or groups. They might invite a crew member to speak. They might take an assembly about it at the local school.
They’d invite people to come and see the lifeboat for themselves and maybe arrange trips.
To be effective they’d do it together, each using their particular skills. 
If some were a Christian they’d pray for those opportunities and for help to take them when they come and for people to respond and open positively.

Surely we could do the same with the greatest of all great news: that of Jesus?
Do share thoughts and ideas with each other; talk about this at PCC; pray about it… how might you work this stuff out in your church?

So, finally let me leave you with these words from Romans 10; verses 13-15:
For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.
 How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? 
And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? 
And how are they to hear without someone preaching.
And how are they to preach unless they are sent? 
As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 

